omens and prodigies that foretold uproars in westphalia 175 this province. But in the year 1517 there were many omens: on January 12 at about 3 o'clock in the afternoon three suns pierced with bloody swords were seen in the sky in certain places in Germany, and on January 13, a sun of fearsome appearance could be seen surrounded by certain half-circles of various colors; next, on January 10 and March 17 three moons appeared. These omens indisputably foretold that the clarity of the one sun and faith was to be buffeted with hazy opinions and torn to pieces and that the leaders of states, which the study of history has shown to be what suns signify, would disagree among themselves, and after that year there arose many sects in certain provinces of Germany that gradually tainted almost all of Westphalia as if by contagion, not only stirring up many commonwealths but imposing horrible innovations on them.
The very outcome indicated what was foretold by that terrifying omen seen in the sky by many people four hours before sunrise on October 11, 1527, being particularly visible to the north. | What they saw was the shape of a bent arm extending from the clouds, and in its hand could be seen a double-edged sword with a rather obscure star on either side and another star that was larger and brighter than the rest on the blade. On the sides could be seen bloody daggers with human heads intermixed, which struck the viewers with such terror that it almost made them faint. What was the presage of that fatal outbreak of the sweating disease called "English," which broke out all over Germany with sudden and vast mortality in the year 1529, and within twentyfour hours of infecting people either caused them to choke to death or restored them to their former health at no cost to life? 2 This outbreak terrifi ed people so much that as they walked around, the living who still enjoyed their health proclaimed that they were dying. As this disease was going about in its depredations, randomly seizing very many victims and laying them low, the priests who administered the sacraments to the bed-ridden, being so few in number, were necessarily held in such honor and veneration that you would have thought them gods on earth. Certainly, the only thing which this universal malady of Germany and
